Stability and Transmission of Hepatitis C Virus in different Anesthetics
HCV infectivity in standard cell culture medium decreased over time to undetectable levels after 4 weeks (Figure 1 ). In the presence of midazolam and ketamine, viral titers were initially lower and compared to the medium control decreased earlier to undetectable levels after 11 and 14 days, respectively. Interestingly, in the case of fentanyl HCV infectivity declined only slightly with higher viral titers than the medium control at day 20. Overall, the stability in fentanyl was comparable to the optimal cell culture medium (Figure 1 ). These results indicate that in contrast to midazolam and ketamine, HCV is very stable and stays infectious in a fentanyl solution. Therefore, and syringe for each injection given that these transmission can be prevented 8, 9 . 
Figure legend

